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CHAPTER I

THE TELLERS  OF THE  STORY

THE story of the Chibcha civilisation and of the
conquest of New Granada ought long ago to have
taken its place by the side of the stories of the
conquest of Mexico and Peru; but there has been
no Prescott for New Granada. Yet Quesada is
quite, as important and interesting a figure in
history as Cortes or Pizarro. The materials from
which such a story must be compiled are sufficient.
We have at least half a dozen reports or
narratives from the actual actors in the scenes
they describe. There are several detailed letters
from Vasco Nunez de Balboa,1 the discoverer of the

1 In the ISTavarrete Collection.